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Facts and figures

Germany's total GDP in 2009: EUR 2,407 bn
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International top position in terms of GDP

17th position in the world ranking for gross domestic product

…..

Source: World Bank 07/2010, figures in EUR billion 2009
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AimsAims

to make North Rhine-Westphalia an ecological economic boom state 
with a high quality of lifewith a high quality of life
to develop ecological lead markets, f.ex. for energy efficiency, 
renewable energies, resource and material efficiency
t k th f N th Rhi W t h li th t ilbl fto make the economy of North Rhine-Westphalia the trailblazer for 
resource-efficient, energy-efficient and climate protection-oriented 
economic activity 
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Cluster strategyCluster strategy

contributes to the overall aims of the state 
government

• Automotive
• Biotechnologygovernment 

promotes innovation and visibility in 16 
exceptionally strong areas in terms of a policy of 
"strengthening strengths“

gy
• Chemicals
• Culture and Creative Industry
• Energy Industry
• Energy Researchstrengthening strengths

by networking the players along the respective 
value chains.

• Energy Research
• Environmental Technologies
• Food
• Healthcare
• ICT
• Logistics
• Mechanical Engineering
• MediaMedia
• Medical Research
• NanoMicro+Materials
• Plastics
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InstrumentsInstruments

16 Cluster managements 
regional state wide national and international networking and partnering– regional, state-wide, national and international networking and partnering

– promote topics of the future („cross-innovation“) and initiate and realize projects
– contribute to the creation of innovation-friendly conditions

offer support services to partners– offer support services to partners
– contribute to public awareness and visibility 

Cl t titi
Results until 31.12.2009
41 C llCluster competitions

– instrument to identify and select high-quality, 
innovative collaborative projects for support

ll l h d i ti l i th th ti fi ld

•41 Calls 
•2114 proposals with 7000 co-
operation partners

•886 Funded Projects
– calls are launched in particular in the thematic fields 

of the16 clusters and for specific cross-sector themes
– target group: all actors in the thematic fields of the 

clusters (research and economy)

j
•1.203 Mio. € mobilized 
(EU structural funds, state 
funds, private funds)
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Cross-Innovation: solutions for tomorrow‘s marketsCross Innovation: solutions for tomorrow s markets

involve various players in different sectors, disciplines and value 
chainschains
pivotal role in the identification of solutions to societal challenges
often accompanied by far-reaching changes in infrastructure or legal 
frame orkframework
The clusters in North Rhine-Westphalia are key players in exploiting 
the opportunities of cross-innovations. 
Cooperation between the different state clusters
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Some examples for cross-innovationsSome examples for cross innovations

Green Logistics

Electro mobility

Smart Cities

Resource efficiency

… and many more
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Electro mobilityElectro mobility

NRW positions itself as a model region for electric 
mobility in Germany and Europe. 
Bring at least 250,000 electrically powered vehicles 
on to the market by 2020
Increase the current number of automobile 
manufacturers and suppliers by exploiting themanufacturers and suppliers by exploiting the 
opportunities of the electro mobility market

Strengths in NRW•Master plan Electro mobility with the g
About 700,000 cars and commercial 
vehicles produced in NRW are sold 
annually in the world market
NRW is the number one energy state:um

en
ts

p y
targeted areas „battery technology“, 
“automotive engineering”, “infrastructure 
and networks”

•Cluster competition ElektroMobil.NRW NRW is the number one energy state: 
Three of the five largest German 
supply companies are based here, and 
one third of German electricity is 
produced here

In
st

r Cluster competition ElektroMobil.NRW
•Rhine-Ruhr electromobility pilot region
•MEET Battery Research Centre
•…
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Green logisticsGreen logistics

Germany is the 2010 world logistics champion –
and NRW is Germany's leading logistics location

Winner in the „Spitzencluster“  
competition of the BMBF

Country 2010
LPI rank

% of highest 
performer

2007
LPI rank

% of highest 
performer

Germany 1 100.0 3 97.1

Singapore 2 99.2 1 100.0

Sweden 3 98.8 4 96.4

p
100 Mio. EUR of which 40 mio. EUR 
state funding
18 research and education facilities 
and 124 companies Netherlands 4 98.5 2 99.6

Luxembourg 5 95.7 23 79.5

Switzerland 6 95.5 7 94.5

Japan 7 95.2 6 94.8

United Kingdom 8 94.9 9 93.8

and 124 companies
Aim: making individual goods supply, 
mobility and production ecologically 
and socially compatible using 75% of 
t d ‘

g

Belgium 9 94.5 12 90.7

Norway 10 94.2 16 88.1

today‘s resources
Creation of 4000 new jobs by 2015

Source: World Bank, Logistic Performance Index – LPI 2007 & 2010

What will our mobility be like in the future?
How will the flow of goods function?
Will our business relations change?
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Will our business relations change?



Clean technology for clean waterClean technology for clean water
A global challenge

1.2 billion people worldwide suffer from inadequate water supply
2.5 billion people have no access to sanitary facilities
Target (2000) is to reduce the percentage of people without 
permanent access to hygienicially clean drinking water from 65 to 32. 

Great Chances for NRW
Membrane technologies have the potential to improve water supplies worldwide
Global Market volume for membranes and membrane technologies ca. 2 billion EUR by 
2015
NRW has a rich R&D landscape in membrane technology
German Society for Membrane Technology located in NRWGerman Society for Membrane Technology located in NRW
SIMAS Training Centre for Membrane Technology and Wastewater Purification  
Funding program „Study and development  projects in the field of waste-water”
Forums to bring together membrane research and potential users
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Further information about the clusters and their activitiesFurther information about the clusters and their activities
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ContactContact

Dr. Bernhard Hausberg, Dr. Silke Stahl-Rolf
NRW Cluster AgencyNRW Cluster Agency
c/o VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH
VDI-Platz 1 
D 40468 DüsseldorfD-40468 Düsseldorf 

Fon +49 (0) 211 62 14-4 50
F 49 (0) 211 62 14 1 68Fax +49 (0) 211 62 14-1 68

clustersekretariat@exzellenz.de
www.exzellenz.nrw.de
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